
Wasco Union High School District 
Board of Trustees 

Regular Board Meeting 
Boardroom Room 2 Science 

June 11, 2009 
6:00 p.m. 

Adopted Minutes 
            

I. Call to Order  
A regular meeting of the Wasco Union High School Board of Trustees was called to 
order at 6:02 p.m. in the Boardroom by President Jesse Acebedo. 
 
Board Members Present 
Mr. Jesse Acebedo, President   Mr. Craig Fulwyler 
Mr. Wayne Wallace, Clerk   Mr. Tim Holtermann 
         
Board Member Absent 

 Mr. Barry Braun 
 
 Administrators Present 
 Mrs. Elizabeth McCray   Mrs. Lori Albrecht 
 Mr. Joseph Elwood      Mr. John Barge 
 Mr. Martin Lonza     
 

Classified Management Present 
 Mr. John Yanez  
  
 Secretary Present 

Mrs. Gracie Saldaña 
 
Visitors 
Mr. Joel Ackerknecht, Mr. Gene Etheridge, Mr. Chris McCraw, Mr. Jose Rios, Mrs. 
Karen Rowe, Mrs. Candace Rodgers, Jessica Sidhu, Ileana Soto, Mrs. Rosalba Soto 
 
Flag Salute 

 The flag was saluted. 
 
II. Adopt Agenda 

It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to adopt the amended agenda as 
presented.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 
 

III. Public Comment 
No Public Comment 
 

IV. Executive Session 
The meeting convened in executive session at 6:05 p.m. 
 
Regular Session 

 The meeting reconvened in regular session at 7:09 p.m. 
 
 Announcement of Executive Session Actions 
 None 
  
V. Reading and Approval of Minutes 



 It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting of May 14, 2009.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

 
VI. Public Hearing on Adoption of Budget for 2009-10 School Year 

A public hearing was convened to address questions or comments from the public 
regarding the adoption of the Budget for the 2009-10 school year.  Mrs. McCray shared 
with the Board the budget shows for both the 08-09 and 09-10 an approximate loss of $3 
million dollars of revenue to the District and it does however include the stimulus 
package that has been given to schools including the stabilization, Title I, and Special Ed.  
It is still quite a loss to the District.  There is also a possibility of Home to School 
Transportation Cut. This could result in $125,000 loss to Wasco Union High School 
District.  There were no comments from the public.  The hearing was closed.   

 
VII. Public Hearing to sweep 2008 ending balances in selected categorical programs 

A public hearing was convened to address questions or comments from the public 
regarding to sweep 2008 ending balances in selected categorical programs.  Mrs. McCray 
clarified that this is one of the pieces enacted in the 09-10 State Budget which authorizes 
Districts to sweep categorical balances from 2008 ending balances meaning money in 
categorical programs that we would normally carry over in that categorical program. 
Instead we are going to sweep the ones that we listed here for other purposes.  Some is 
being used for our mandated Program Improvement Activities as well as a match for the 
Ag. Facilities Prop 1D for the Green House.   There were no comments from the public.  
The hearing was closed. 
 

VIII. Public Comments 
Mrs. Candace Rodgers, an Alumnus of Wasco High, and President of the Ag. Committee 
at Wasco High addressed the Board with her feelings regarding the fate of 3 Ag.  The 
committee was told that the facility was going to be allocated to the new Fire Station 
Class and it would not be offered to Ag.  This would mean a very prominent floral class 
to be, kind of shoved, in a facility that does not adequately facilitate its needs and it 
would also displace several other Ag. Classes.  That will be a huge effect on the Ag 
Program itself because not only does this Fire Safety Program have about seven students 
currently enrolled but it may lose funding because of the budget as it stands.  We have a 
thriving great Ag. Program that I would just love to see it continue to expand as it is 
already.  I am a product of this Ag community and FFA and everything this school 
offered me.  I really think was the determining factor of my career today which is at 
Paramount Farming, the largest almond and pistachio grower in the world.  And I can 
really attribute that to my experiences here at Wasco High in the Ag Program.  Mrs. 
Rodgers also shared she was hoping that we could figure out how to put the Fire Safety 
Program somewhere else and keep the Ag Building where it needs to be, with the Ag 
Students.    
 
Mr. Joel Ackerknecht, member of the Ag Advisory Committee addressed the Board with 
his feelings regarding Gary Garcia’s position in the Ag Department that will not be 
replaced.  Working in the Ag industry it is very apparent to me that we need qualified 
employees coming out of High School and unfortunately the way that the California 
Labor Laws are set up, we (Employers) are not allowed to hire kids that are in High 
School and allow them to do anything until the age of 18 and I feel it is imperative that 
we give some of these kids who are probably not going to end up going to college an 
opportunity to experience something and maybe get a vocation and come out to the work 
force and be prepared rather than give them an education that they’re going to get a 
diploma and do nothing with.  A lot of these kids that are coming out of High School are 
not going to College and we can not train them on the farm prior to the age of 18.  The 
Ag Department has the ability to prepare these kids, give them the skills for once they 



graduate from High School they have an opportunity.  Mr. Achkerknecht also shared we 
need to maintain the ability of the kids that want to be enrolled in Ag. to continue to have 
the ability to do so. 
 
Mr. Chris McCraw reported on behalf of the Wasco Teachers Association, He shared 
with the Board the new leadership team for next year; Mrs. Sandra Fisher is the 
President, Mrs. Denise Ortiz is the Vice President, Mrs. Anna Balentine is Treasurer, Mr. 
Daryl Bellis is the Secretary and then myself along with  Mr. Mark Bell are the members 
at large. The Teachers that were elected by their Peers to be on the Peers Review 
Committee are Mr. Brian Bell and Mrs. Merrillee Desatoff.   Mr. McCraw was elected to 
be on the Facilities Committee.   
 
Mr. Chris McCraw reported on behalf of the Ag. Department.  Mr. McCraw thanked the 
Board for the opportunity to take the kids on the FFA Leadership Retreat, there were 11 
amazing kids, and we are really excited about the young folks that are going to be 
representing Wasco High School and Wasco High Ag. Department.  Mr. McCraw also 
shared that the Turkeys have arrived. We will be planting pumpkins at the school farm 
next week to gear up for our outreach that we do with the younger kids in the beginning 
of October.  We are keeping busy and having a good time.  
 

IX. Items From Board Members 
Mr. Wallace asked Mr. Elwood the number of ninth grade students who are going to 
repeat (ninth grade) next year in comparison to last year?  Mr. Elwood responded the 
numbers will be available upon the completion of summer school.   
 
Mr. Wallace asked Mr. Elwood what is the rationale for doing this (repeating ninth grade).  
Mr. Elwood responded the students were behind, they knew early that they were on the 
five year program and rather than add the 5th Senior Year, we decided to hold them back a 
year and try to get them on a good start for the rest of the four years, also get them ready 
for the exit exam. 
 
Mr. Wallace then asked Mr. Elwood what was the rationale for the new grading scale?   
Mr. Elwood responded at the time the new grading scale was an effort to raise 
expectations.  In reviewing the CST scores and how low they were in comparing them to 
our grades, we thought if we raised the D up to 67 the students would have to push a little 
harder in the hopes of the student realizing they are just 3 points away from a C and make 
the extra effort to attain a C.   
 
Mr. Wallace asked Mr. Elwood if he thought this (raising the grade to a C) has happened? 
Mr. Elwood responded unfortunately it has not happened.  It is good to raise expectations 
but we really did not have the support system or the programs to help the students to get to 
the next level.  I think that was missing.  We were relying on the student to take the next 
step forward.  We were relying on them to go to tutoring on their own.  Nothing that they 
had to do.  What we have discovered that we have to have mandatory tutoring and 
mandatory intervention to make it work.  
 
Mr. Wallace asked Mr. John Yanez do you know how many AC Units are not 
programmed at this time?  Mr. Yanez responded we were successful today and did another 
five units, so right now we are under ten (non-programmed AC units). So we are getting 
pretty close to getting them all programmable. By the end of the summer they should all 
be programmed.  
 
 
 



Mr. Wallace then asked Mr. Yanez if the units will all shut off after 10 o’clock pm? 
Mr. Yanez responded hopefully earlier as our goal is to go from 7am to 4pm and then the 
extended day classes a little bit longer.  We can monitor that as we go along.  Our goal is 
to be able to walk along the campus in the evening and not hear anything (AC units) come 
on with the exceptions of the rooms that have servers and so forth.   
 
Mr. Wallace asked Mr. Yanez regarding the lights on the garages.  You have four lights on 
the building and then you have two large lights opposite it. Is there any reason you have to 
have the two in the middle?  Mr. Yanez responded we experimented a little bit when he 
first turned them on.  With the volume of traffic we have especially when it gets dark 
earlier and the cars that are left out there by the coaches when they are traveling with the 
teams, we were scared the vehicles could get vandalized.  We are gearing up to have 
surveillance cameras and without the lighting the cameras would not be effective.  The 
lights we have are probably one of the most energy efficient lights out there.  It is pretty 
well lit but we can take a look at it.   
 
Mr. Wallace then asked Mr. Yanez do all the lights in the parking lot off of Poplar Street 
stay on after 10 pm?  Mr. Yanez responded no, majority are on timers. If you drive by 
before 9:30 pm every thing will be well lit but if you drive by after 10 o’clock you will see 
half the lights turned on.  Mr. Lonza then responded there are four lights that are spread 
out through the parking lot that are on all night, the other lights turn on at dusk and they 
shut off with the timer.  I believe the timer is set at 10 o’clock and that would be all the 
lights on classrooms wings, other parking lot lights and the same with the additional lights 
we added around the football field.  Mr. Yanez then stated pretty much that after 10 
o’clock all lights are turned off.  For security reasons due to night custodians being here 
on campus, we leave lights on.  Our goal is to save as much energy as we can without 
putting the building or anyone else at risk. 
 
 Mr. Wallace then asked Mr. Yanez to elaborate regarding the cleaning of the Air 
Conditioners.  Mr. Yanez shared with the Board he attended his monthly Maintenance and 
Transportation Meeting in Bakersfield and the MOT from Standard School District shared 
with him a ten thousand dollar savings by calling PG&E and receive a one time deal to get 
all of our Air Conditioners serviced for free.  If you drive by you might see two gentlemen 
on campus from a company called Code Green they are being reimbursed by PG&E to 
service our units.  They are doing ten units a day, washing them down, checking them at 
no cost to the District at all.  At the end of the service, we will receive a full report on the 
units, what service was rendered on the individual unit and if the unit is running 
efficiently.  This is a one time deal through PG&E and we can be eligible once every five 
years.  
 
Mr. Wallace then shared he felt it was very good of Mrs. McCray to allow Mr. John 
Yanez to attend these meeting because it sounds like it is really paying off.   
Mrs. McCray commended Mr. John Yanez who has been selected as the co-chair of the 
Central Committee for CASBO and this is a great honor for him and we are very proud 
that he is a part of that and he gets a lot of good information that in turn helps the district.  
 
Mr. Tim Holtermann shared that the Graduation went off very well.  
 
Mr. Jesse Acebedo asked Mr. Elwood if he knew how many kids we are getting from TJ 
this year that did not graduate?  Mr. Elwood responded we have the information I just 
don’t know it.  But I can get that information for you. 
  

X. Reports 



1. Ileana Soto, Student Board Representative reported on summer school dates and 
the incoming freshman summer school.  The ASB Officers began working in the 
ASB Office this week.  We began decorating and making plans for the new year.  
June 20th is Link Crew Development Day. Mrs. Lucas and Mrs. Martinez will be 
teaching us what the Link Crew Program is about.  For the Board Meeting in 
August, I will introduce the new ASB Officers to the Board.   
 
Mr. Acebedo presented Jessica Sidhu with a plaque in appreciation of her year of 
service as Student Board Representative.  Mrs. McCray commended Jessica for 
her great job. 
 

2. Mr. Fulwyler reporting for NKVTC reported to the Board that we are working on 
our Budget and it is quiet a challenge.  We will be dipping into reserves to just 
continue the programs we do have and in order to do the fire fighter program we 
will even increase those deficits and so it is going to be something the Board will 
be talking about at next week’s meeting.   

 
3. Mrs. McCray introduced Mr. Joe Elwood and Mr. Martin Lonza who presented to 

the Board a power point presentation on the Program Improvement and 
Accountability for Wasco High School and Independence High School.  Mr. 
Elwood and Mr. Lonza shared with the board during the presentation the Wasco 
Union High School District Status information for LEA, Curriculum, 
Collaboration, Intervention, Implementation, AYP/CAHSEE Results and 
Academic Priorities for 2009-10 School Year. 

 
Mrs. McCray introduced to the Board Mrs. Karen Rowe and Mr. Gene Ethridge 
from Springboard Schools who were in attendance.     
 
Mrs. McCray gave a report to the Board regarding summer school.  When we 
started on the 28th of May in regular Summer School we started out with 358.  As 
of today we have 308 so we have lost some there.  The freshman started the first 
of this week and there are 180 freshmen in the freshman academy.  That is a total 
of 488 kids in summer school.  We are offering classes that are remedial in nature, 
credit building, and also these are the courses that we should receive 
reimbursement for the hours of summer school.  
 
Mrs. McCray announced that the Wasco High School was given the six year with 
a three year midterm accreditation from WASC.  That is exceptional and we are 
very pleased with that and proud of the WASC review and proud of Wasco High 
and the staff.  We look forward to Independence High School as they go through 
their WASC Review next year to have the same outcome.  Mrs. McCray 
commended Mr. Elwood and his staff for a great job.   
 
Mrs. McCray asked Mr. Elwood to share with the Board the honor bestowed upon 
one of our students Abigail Wheeler.  Abigail Wheeler was one of the two high 
school students who attended the HOBY Leadership Conference.  Of the 137 
kids, two were offered the opportunity to go to the National Conference in July 
and Abigail was one of the two selected. It was quite an accomplishment for 
Wasco High and Abigail.   Mrs. McCray commended Abigail.   
 
Mrs. McCray shared with the Board we received notification from the Department 
of General Services/Office of Public School Construction that they will be 
releasing funds for $120,000 for the Ag Shop modernization, so we are looking 
forward to that and it should be in the bank within three weeks.  That is through 



Prop 1D funding or Career Tech Education which we are going to do insulation, 
roofing and air conditioning/ventilation.  So we are very pleased we have received 
the fund release.  
 
Mrs. McCray reported the first formal articulation with Wasco Elementary 
District on Wednesday, June 10, 2009.  The meeting was facilitated by 
Springboard Schools or Pivot Learning Partners.  It was an excellent meeting.  
We established a lot of guidelines to where we are moving and we even discussed 
the fact that although Wasco Elementary is our largest feeder, Wasco High School 
also has three others and we are trying to include them in many of our 
conversations.   
 
Mrs. McCray also shared with the Board Springboard Schools now has a South 
Valley EL Network, so many of those will be held right here through Cal State 
Bakersfield.  The South Valley is trying to bring in the middle schools with the 
high schools together for articulation.  The whole purpose for the EL Network is 
to take a look at what schools are doing with our English Learners, EL’s are the 
largest population in the central valley and if we improve the instruction of our 
English Learners we will improve all of the students in the whole school.  We are 
very pleased with what we heard at the meeting and the direction we are getting 
ready to move.   
 
Mrs. McCray presented to the Board a Draft Master Schedule.  She shared with 
the Board since it was mentioned earlier in public comments about Fire Fighters 
Class having seven students enrolled is that it is due to the late decision to have 
two Fire Fighter Programs.  When we were discussing this class with the students 
the only option was Delano and many of our kids did not want to take on that 
travel to Delano.  When we found out we were going to be able to have one here 
(Wasco) and one in Delano, we started the process of recruiting students but that 
class has not been fully recruited.  We hope that this does continue.  We have 
students interested and we have great support for the Fire Fighter Program.  In 
talking with Glenda, we knew that the first year was going to be expensive for the 
Fire Fighter Program.  I know she has worked hard to get to this point, I think 
there is going to be a lot more recruitment once the students know that the 
program is actually going to be in Wasco.  Mrs. McCray also shared with the 
Board due to the budget crunch, the Master Schedule reflects that many paid 
preps have been eliminated at this particular point in time.   
 
Mr. Fulwyler asked if the Fire Fighter Program had two hours?  Mr. Elwood 
stated it is two hours and we have talked about getting this class earlier in the day 
towards zero period so students can still get more classes on campus.   
Mr. Fulwyler expressed a concern that the early hours may not accommodate the 
instructors.  
 
Mr. Holtermann shared that NKVTC changes curriculum.  We used to have 
Upholstery and the need for that (class) declined.  Construction, given the 
economy, has declined too.  So this isn’t the first.     
  

XI. Discussion and Action 
1.   It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to approve the following 

personnel items pending fingerprint clearance and TB clearance.  Motion carried.  
Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

a. Approve Letter of Resignation from Monique Yniguez, Classified Staff Member 



b. Approve 2% Salary Increase for Administration, Confidential and  Classified 
Management Employees 

c. Approve Department Chairs for 2009-10 School Year 
1. English-  Carmelina Sears  
2. Math-   Brian Bell  
3. Science-  Ian Hunter  
4. Social Science- Kevin Tallon  
5. Voc Ed.-  Pete Mitchell  
6. Foreign Language- Arturo Navarrete  
7. Fine Arts-  Julie Pineo  
8. PE-   Mildred Pettibone 
9. ELD-   Rafael Gonzalez 
10. AG-   Chris McCraw 
11. Special Ed-  Christine Wickham  
12. Independence High- Blanca Soto-Ortiz 

 d. Approve Sal Garcia as Volunteer Bus Driver for Football Trip 
 e. Approve the Rehire of Classified Substitutes  

1. Fabiola Cortez, Substitute Clerk 
2. Mayra Guerra, Substitute Custodian 
3. George McClay, Substitute Campus Supervisor 
4. Araceli Marquez, Substitute Custodian 
5. Theodis Nelson, Substitute Bus Driver 
6.       Jessica Raya, Substitute Clerk and Instructional aide 
7. Griselda Rodriguez, Substitute Clerk  
8. John Ross, Substitute Bus Driver  

f. Approve Adult Education Teachers for 2009-10 School Year 
  1. Justin Derrick   5. Frank Russell  
  2. Willie Ray Fields  6. Blanca Soto-Ortiz 
  3. Kristy Martinez  7. Rosemarie Tyack 

4. Julie Pineo 
 

2. It was moved by Fulwyler to approve the Addendum to Superintendent’s Contract  
to reflect a 2% increase in salary and an additional year extension of contract and 
seconded by Holtermann.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

  
3. It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the Budget for 

2009-10 School Year.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 
 
4. It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Fulwyler to approve to sweep 2008 

ending balances in selected categorical programs.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 
0; Absent: 1. 

 
5. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Holtermann to approve the 2009-10 

Carl D Perkins Career Technical Education Application for Funding Motion 
carried. Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 
 

6. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to approve the�District’s 
Declaration of Need for Fully Qualified Educators for 2009-10 School Year.  
Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1 

 
7. It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Fulwyler to approve participation in 

Kern County Consortium SELPA Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 
 



8. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Holtermann to approve the 
Consolidated Application Part I. Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

 
9. It was moved by Holtermann and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the W Book 

for 2009-10 School Year.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 
 

10. It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Holtermann to approve the Archiving I  
Course of Study for History/Social Science Department.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; 
Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

 
11. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to approve the Supplemental 

Textbook for French III, Le Petit Prince, Houghton Mifflin Company.  Motion 
carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

 
12. It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the Video of a 

Previous Approved Novel, A Cry in the Wild. Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; 
Absent: 1. 

 
13. It was moved by Holtermann and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the Field Trip 

request by Mr. Prado for a Football Clinic trip to Clovis East on June 15, 17 and 
19, 2009.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

 
14. It was moved by Holtermann and seconded by Wallace to approve the Donations 

Received by Golf Club, Cheer Club, Interact Club, Girls Basketball Club and 
Wasco Union High School.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

 
15. It was moved by Holtermann and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the Facilities 

Request Submitted by Wasco Festival of Roses and Wasco Community 
Scholarship Association.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

 
16. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Holtermann to approve the 

Springboard Schools Contract for EL Network and District Program 
Improvement.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 

 
XII. Discussion and Information 

1. Correspondence from Western Association of Schools and Colleges regarding 
action taken by Accrediting Commission for Schools was shared with the Board.  

2. Instructional Materials for Advanced Ag Mechanic Course of Study (previous 
ROP course) was introduced for the Board’s first reading. 

 
XIII. Claims, Transfers and Accounts 

It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Braun to approve the claims, transfers and 
accounts for Batches 86, 87, 88, 89, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95 and Payrolls in the amount 
$2,821,725.86.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1. 
 

XIV. Adjournment 
It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried.  Ayes: 4; Noes: 0; Absent: 1.  Meeting adjourned at 8:49 p.m. 

 
Any materials required by law to be made available to the public prior to a meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of the District can be inspected at the following address during normal business 
hours: District Office, 2100 Seventh Street, Wasco, CA 93280.  Any individual who requires 
disability-related accommodations or modifications, including auxiliary aids and services, in 
order to participate in the Board meeting should contact the Superintendent’s Office. 



 


